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Source: DWR. 2005. California Water Plan 2005. Sacramento, CA. 

 

In dry years, urban and particularly, agricultural water use increases both in absolute numbers and as a proportion of the water available.  

Water allocated to the environment declines significantly in dry years as human use comes before environmental use.  
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Sources: PPIC, Hanak et. al., 2011; adapted from DWR 2009 
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Southland and coastal cities have far lower per capita water use than cities in the Central Valley caused both by conservation and the benefit of a more temperate 

climate. Conservation success is partly due to increased installation of low flow toilets/appliances, the use of water meters, and voluntary conservation particularly 

in the commercial and industrial sector. Many urban areas have experienced significant short-term declines in water use with the recent recession, but over the 

longer term, many local water agencies will likely see a return to higher water use patterns. 
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Source: DWR 2009 
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                                          Source: Delta Stewardship Council, Delta Plan, 2013 
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Source: Delta Blue Ribbon Task Force using 

measured, calculated and modeled data from 

an array of data sources as compiled by Tully 

and Young, Inc., 2007 
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Source: Faunt, C.C., ed. 2009 Groundwater Availability of the Central Valley Aquifer, CA: USGS  



 

46 Local Emergency Proclamations have been received to date  
from city, county, and tribal governments, as well as special districts  

 

Counties: Glenn, Inyo, Kern, Kings, Lake, Madera, Mendocino, Merced, Modoc, Santa Barbara, 
San Luis Obispo, San Joaquin, Siskiyou, Sonoma, Shasta, Sutter, Tulare, Tuolumne, Yuba, and 
Mariposa.  

 
Cities: Brooktrails Township-Mendocino County, City of Willits-Mendocino County, City of St. 
Helena-Napa County, City of Calistoga-Napa County, City of American Canyon-Napa County, City 
of Santa Barbara-Santa Barbara County, City of Montague-Siskiyou County, City of Live Oak-
Sutter County, and San Juan Bautista  

 
Tribes: Hoopa Valley Tribe in Humboldt County, Yurok Tribe in Del Norte County, Tule River Indian 
Tribe in Tulare County, Karuk Tribe in Siskiyou/Humboldt Counties, Sherwood Valley Pomo Indian 
Tribe, Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation  

 
Special Districts: Lake Don Pedro Community Services District, Placer County Water Agency 
(PCWA), Twain Harte Community Services District, Carpinteria Valley Water District, Sonoma 
County Water Agency, Meiners Oaks Water District, Mariposa Public Utility District, Montecito 
Water District, Goleta Water District, Tuolumne Utilities District, Nevada Irrigation District  

 

 
Source: Cal OES (Office of Emergency Services) 
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Eliminating all urban irrigation saves enough water for only 15% of 
California’s agriculture 

Expanding storage capacity (above or below ground) is useless 
without water to fill it; we are a water-short state 

Reuse of urban wastewater would satisfy only 20% to 30% of urban 
demand, at considerable expense, often with public angst 

Ocean desalination is expensive and would raise the cost of water for 
the average California household by about $1,000/year 

 Decreasing required river flows for fish and water quality during 
drought can further disrupt native species and establish new non-
native species, leading to additional protections and listings, in turn 
reducing water available to farms and cities 
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http://californiawaterblog.com/2014/04/24/a-cheat-sheet-on-the-california-drought/ 
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www.deltacouncil.ca.gov 

 

 

 

http://www.deltacouncil.ca.gov/

